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Shilpanatanam: 9 Feriary 2026
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This lecture-demonstration introduces Shilpanatanam, a style of qu'eme- an aphic
vision conceived by Dr Maya Kulkarni, developed through classical trqu’h 2 and decades of
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artistic practice in the United States. The term ‘Shilpam’ encomp&ﬁs&s f
architecture, and ‘Natanam’ signifies movement, expression, and rh?t:“'e.

practice that animates static visual forms through embodied storyle

sculpture, iconography, and the Natyashastra while engaging literaty across
cultural traditions, Shilpanatanam departs from conventional classical grag arrative,
image-based movement language. Through spoken reflection and perforfediexcs Jthe lecture-

demonstration presents Shilpanatanam as a contemporary, transnational¥ !‘ﬁc{wal honours
Indian dance lineages in the Western world while reimagining it beyond cu ressentialism.

Dr Maya Kulkarni is a distinguished scholar, artist, and cultural visionary who served as a former
Professor of Political Science at William Paterson University (1978-2022). Her life’'s work bridges
the worlds of scholarship and the performing arts. She is the author of six influential books and
numerous articles on South Asia and world order, and has served in key intellectual forums,
including the Council on Foreign Relations and the American Political Science Association. Since
1995, she has pioneered Shilpanatanam, a distinctive choreographic idiom rooted in classical
sthetics and oriented toward contemporary philosophical inquiry, generating more than 35
original works performed at major festivals and institutions across the United States and India.

Convenor: Dr Kavya Krishna K.R. Indian History, Culture, and Herilage Series
& Department of Humanistic Studies

Series Convenor: Prof. Vinita Chandra E-cerlificates will be provided to participants




